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Welcome Back to All Our Seasonal Friends and Neighbors

You Just Saved Over $50,000,000
If you have not heard, once the citizens learned the truth of septic vs. the big pipe, the townships of Brandon, Carlos, Leaf Valley, LaGrand, Miltona and Moe withdrew from the 53 million dollar CLRSD project effectively shutting it down for these areas. The CLRSD’s imminent dissolution provides us with the unique opportunity to become one of the first citizen groups in the country to take charge of our wastewater needs and truly protect our lakes and environment while saving millions of taxpayer dollars. With over three quarters of the citizen’s against centralized sewer, now is the time to step up to the plate and become compliant if you have not already done so.
CLEER has planned an event and taken the initiative to encourage voluntary compliance with support from Douglas County and other local government units. 

Keep Saturday July 11th at 10 am or 1 pm Open
CLEER will be sponsoring two free educational events on Saturday July 11th.  We have a guest speaker lined up, Jim VonMeier, a foremost expert in SSTS (Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems) and waste water management. Times and locations for the events are:

10:00 am at the Miltona Community Center – In the City of Miltona
1:00 pm LaGrand Townhall – 501 Town Hall Rd, Alexandria, MN  

These meetings are open to the public. Bring your whole family and remind your neighbors!  Everyone is welcome. Both those in and not in the previous CLRSD are invited to attend if you wish to learn more.
Whether your system is new and in compliance, you need an upgrade to an existing system, require a new system, or just wish to learn more or have questions, you will want to be sure to attend. There will be a one hour presentation on why septic systems are a better choice, system options, system function, and proper system maintenance. Following the presentation there will be a question and answer session to answer your specific inquiries, so bring your questions. Jim has familiarized himself with the areas in the CLRSD through driving the areas, talking to contractors, speaking with the county, and speaking with residents.

This Affects Everyone In The Douglas Co Area So Call Your Friends and Neighbors to Participate

The initial plan was to sewer the 2,100 homes around the lakes in the district. The monthly fees the CLRSD would have collected would have been a significant revenue stream so the long-term goal would have been to branch out and include the thousands of other homes in the area.  We have been able to shut it down for the lakes areas, however, because this is a multimillion dollar payday for the engineers, developers and consultants, their next step will be to attempt to build a plant in the outlaying area and work their way back using those people with non-compliant septic systems as an excuse…and this will all be paid for with YOUR taxpayer dollars!!!  Do not think they will just go away because we in the lakes area overwhelmingly rejected the centralized sewer project.  The only way we can stop this completely will be to get the majority share of homes to prove they have compliant systems.  If we are compliant, the powers that be will not be able to get another project off the ground.

Having a compliant septic system is part of owning your property. If property owners do not take that responsibility, the Big Pipe could come back and contrary to what we have been led to believe, the big pipe is not just a minor assessment fee of $10,000; it could cost each property owner $30,000 to $60,000+.  On the other hand, a compliant septic system (which many already have) would only cost $3,000 to $10,000 if needed and if you use it right, could last indefinitely.  
Septic System Misconceptions
Just because your septic system is old, does not mean it will be non-compliant if tested. As long as it is functioning properly and has the proper ground water separation, it will be compliant. It is misinformation that because the state codes keep changing, your system is no longer compliant. New systems are required to have certain components to make them both work better and protect your drain field. If these components were not required when your system was installed, you will not be required to add them because of an inspection. Seepage pits and cesspools are not acceptable regardless of when they were installed as they do not protect ground water and they need to be replaced. Many are also a danger because they where built out of cinder blocks and can cave in, trapping the victim. Many people are afraid that they will be required to have a mound system. With current designs and technology, they are very reliable and with the bulk discounts you will receive with our signup program, should not cost more than $10,000 unless there is a large amount of landscaping or other work involved. Holding tanks are not encouraged, but are a viable alternative and may even be preferable for some seasonal residents. Holding tanks are relatively inexpensive to install and you only need to pump them depending on usage. There are low interest loans available to people with financial hardships that need upgrades. As you can see, getting compliant is nothing to be afraid of. We hope you will take the initiative and protect the lakes and environment in the near future. 
Get Inspected and/or Become Compliant Now

CLEER has already used our group status to negotiate discounts with contractors for inspections, and for those that need them, designs and installations.  We are even negotiating discounts from the manufacturers of septic components.  We will also be applying for public and private grants to help pickup the costs of those inspections and upgrades.
Our Unique Opportunity - Sign Up!

CLEER will be providing a signup sheet for those that choose to be part of our group and as a member you will get the discounts and be part of the grant program.  You will want to make sure that you sign up as this is a one time opportunity that will be gone after the signup timeframe expires. The information that you provide will be kept confidential and will not be used for any purpose other than to facilitate quotes for the project requested nor are you under any obligation. This is just to gauge how many people are willing to join (we anticipate 85 to 90%).  If for any reason you elect to opt out, you can.  Do not wait! - For inspections and upgrades you can expect to realize a minimum of a 20% discount due to bulk pricing and even up to 50% with the grant program. 

The Drawbacks to Not Joining The Group

Currently if you request a building permit from the county to put on a roof, deck or addition, or you are going to sell your property the county requires you to have your system inspected and brought up to current code requirement. Eventually inspections and compliance may become mandatory by the county or State, especially if you live close to a lake.  

If you wait or skip this opportunity, you can expect to pay full price for inspections and upgrades because once our list is submitted to the contractors, manufacturers and grant programs, they will base their figures on that list.  If you can’t attend one of the meetings and wish to sign up, send your name, phone number,  property address and parcel number(This is not required) to cleer-mn@hotmail.com or by US mail to:

           CLEER SIGNUP

           2891 N. Lake Miltona DR NE

           Miltona MN  56534
Please sign up by July 17th. That is the target date to start inspections or projects and apply for grants. You can try and sign up after that, but if inspections or projects have already been done in your area, we may not be able to get you the bulk discount.

CLEER is a not for profit organization to help realize clean lakes and a healthy environment. Now that the CLRSD is dissolving, our current focus is on septic compliance. In the future, we will work on other factors that affect our lake and environmental quality. Our members are volunteers and receive no compensation for their time. Jim VonMeier, who is from Zimmerman has generously donated his time to help us. Our funding is based entirely on private donations. If you wish to donate, please send your check to the above address used to sign up. 

Why SSTS and Not Centralized Sewer?

Unless you live in an urban area, SSTS are highly preferable to centralized sewer.  Even EPA officials agree that a properly designed/maintained septic system is far superior for protecting the environment and cheaper for homeowners. Below is a list of pro’s and con’s of SSTS and centralized sewers.
SSTS (Subsurface Treatment Systems)

Big Pipe (Centralized Sewer)

(
Installation cost $3,000-$10,000.

Installation cost $30,000-$60,000+.
(
Annual maintenance is $50 to $150.
Annual Fees are $500 to $1,500.
Minor maintenance and monitoring.
(
Flush and forget.
(
Removes contaminates, better treatment.
Reduce, not eliminate contaminates. 

(
Protects our lakes.

(
Protects our lakes.

(
Spills are minor and easily fixed.

Spills can be environmental disasters.

(
Lower housing densities by our lakes.

Encourages over-development and high-density housing by our lakes.

(
Longer life (with proper maintenance). 

On average last 13 years, costly. 

(
You pay for your own system.

You pay for everyone else’s system.

(
Recharge our local aquifers (a critical issue even in Minnesota).

Water is sent to the oceans via rivers depleting local water supplies.
(
Winner! SSTS
Big Pipe
As you can see, SSTS’s have many benefits over big pipe. Your ground water stays at home, you protect the lakes, you pay for your own system and are not forced to subsidize developers.
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